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Summary 

1. “Sometimes the patient waits for over a month to get the surgery done, sometimes 

the patient is air-lifted here and ready to have the surgery right away. Both cases 

abound.” 

2. “We’ve done almost 70 cases so far this year. Around 70 for sure.” 

3. “You don’t have to inquire about the donor liver sources. If you want to do the 

surgery, then don’t ask this kind of questions.”  

4. The doctor refused to disclose information about liver donor sources. 

 

Phone Investigation Recording 

Doctor: Hello, how are you? 

Investigator: Hello! How are you, doctor? I’m just wondering, there’s someone with liver 

cirrhosis, how long does he have to wait for a liver transplant surgery, if he registers in 

your hospital? Ballpark. 

Doctor: We have designated people in charge of this matter, arranging this matter.  

Investigator: Would you please let me know? I have to decide whether or not to register 

here depending on the wait time. If the wait time is too long, I won’t come. If short, then 

I might… 

Doctor: What’s the patient’s blood type? 

Investigator: Type B. 

Doctor: How old is the patient? 

Investigator: Over 50 years old. 

Doctor: I can’t say much about the liver sources. I can’t guarantee you anything about 

when the liver source would show up. Sometimes the patient waits for over a month to 

get the surgery done, sometimes the patient is air-lifted here and ready to have the 

surgery right away. Both cases abound. I can’t give you a definite answer. You have to 

change. You have to consult the outside doctors, ‘cos you are talking about the liver 

donor sources. 

Investigator: How many cases have you done so far this year? If you have done 10 cases, 

then I can figure out what my number would be. 



Doctor: We’ve done almost 70 cases. 

Investigator: Almost 70? You’ve done almost 70 cases so far this year? 

Doctor: Yes, over 60 and approaching 70. 

Investigator: Ok, ok, good, good. 

Doctor: It could be over 70. I can’t remember clearly now. Around 70 for sure. 

Investigator: Oh, how about your donor liver sources? Do you find liver sources from 

outside of the hospital or you just wait for them? 

Doctor: You don’t have to inquire about the donor liver sources. If you want to do the 

surgery, then don’t ask this kind of questions. If you really want to know, you can inquire 

outside physicians. Let them tell you. 

Investigator: If you don’t know the donors, and I’m supposed to have a liver transplant, 

can’t I inquire about the donors? If not, how am I supposed to know whether the organ is 

healthy or not? 

Doctor: You can’t use the donated organ if it is not healthy. Otherwise wouldn’t that be 

harming you? 

Investigator: Ok. Another thing, are the donors usually young people? Where do these 

donated organs come from? Do they come from prisons or from courts? 

Doctor: I can’t answer your question. If you really want to do the transplant surgery, you 

may call the number I gave you to consult. Ok? 

Investigator: Ok. Let me try this number one more time. Nobody answered last time 

when I called. Ok, thank you! 

Doctor: Ok, good.   

 


